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TRAILS REPORT

With the snow and freezing tem-
peratures of November, a very productive
trail season has come to a close. Although
we didn’t have the benefit of the
Sandwich Range Conservation Association
(SRCA) trail crew this season, we’ve
compensated with new resources such as
the Shock Incarceration Unit trail crew,
plus more difficult and complex work
performed by volunteers. Over 910
person-hours were spent on the trails by
volunteers, 278 hours by Shock, plus over
198 hours of travel time. As a result we
not only maintained the condition of
trails, but repaired many existing
problems and did preventative work to
avoid future deterioration.

Distilling such a busy season into a
concise summary isn’t easy. Perhaps it’s
best to review what’s been accomplished
on each trail. ‘

Blueberry Ledge Trail is by all
accounts our most heavily used, with

Forest Service counts suggesting = L

nearly 6000 hikers each year. The
Trails Committee reblazed the entire
trail, and Doug Mayer has continued
his ambitious task of updating all
signs. Additional signs have been
placed along Femncroft Road,
including a request that hikers respect
private property rights and not stray
from the trail. This sign also
acknowledges the work of adopters,
in the hope of instilling greater
respect, and participation, by others.
Blueberry Ledge Trail also boasts
numerous log and rock water bars — all
cleaned during a combined work trip with
the Forest Service. After years of
consideration, the Forest Service and
Trails Committee also agreed to remove
the remaining wooden steps from the
ledges. Man-made "improvements” are
not in keeping with Wilderness, and the
two remaining steps discouraged hikers
from relying on their own skills. Judging
by the absence of comments, no one
seems to miss them.

Due to steep grades, the Tom Wiggin
Trail is perhaps our most fragile trail,
and a challenge for the adopter. Like most
early trails, it was laid out without regard
for long-term stability. Fortunately, it

-

Chris Conrod and Judy Reardon at Old Mast

third remains to be done. We must pay
more attention to existing drainage
structures or risk serious erosion damage
to our trails. This is a situation where an
ounce of prevention is worth a ton of
cure.

The Dicey’s Mill Trail benefitted from
major drainage work by the NH
Department of Corrections Shock
Incarceration Unit. Under the experienced
eye of Hal Graham, 130’ of trail was
ditched and graded to eliminate standing
water, plus another ditch of 130’ was dug
to intercept the source of the water before
it reaches the trail. Similar work was done
on wet sections of Old Mast Road and
Cabin Trail, resulting in a dryer trail,
and consequently less damage from hikers

Road Bridge

rying to skirt the mud. This work will
Iso enhance skiing by reducing snow
aelt caused by standing water.

Considerable work was also done by
thock to restore 550’ of sidehill on Kelley
‘rail. Over the years these sections of
rail gradually collapsed and filled in with
lebris to the point that virtually no
readway remained — in places only an
nkle-twisting slope. The work consisted
f sidehill grubbing to restore a stable
readway. There was the usual share of
oots and rocks in the way, but this was
deal work for a crew of 10 workers. A
hort section was also hardened with rock
tepping stones. All this was accomplished
n just two 5-hour work days.

Kelley Trail has also seen much
rolunteer effort to protect and restore
ections of eroded trail near the stream.
dn White Mountain Trails Day several
iections of treadway were rebuilt, and
litching was done to reduce future
lamage. The damage could have been
prevented by proper attention to
drainage, including the removal of
blowdowns from the stream, which
caused undermining of the banks.

Gordon Path was well cleared,
including the removal of numerous
widow makers overhanging the trail.
The old logging bridge which had
decayed to a single log was fortified
by the addition of two new topped
logs, making this a skiable trail
without inviting bicycle traffic.

As reported in the Spring
Newsletter, the Old Mast Road
logging bridge has been replaced with a
1ew pressure-treated foot bridge. This
srovides safe year-round access to Old
Mast Road for hikers, snow shoers, and
skiers alike. With the access to Old Mast
Road restored, it was felt that the
beginning of Kelley Trail might be
relocated from the forest road (FR 337) to
Old Mast Road. The new route was
approved by the Forest Service, and the
relocation completed this Fall. Using
mainly an old overgrown road, the new
route avoids most of the tedious walk on
FR 337. Kelley Trail has been fully re-
located and signs moved to the relocated
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section. With Forest Service approval,
FR 337 has also been cleared for skiing
up to its crossing with Old Mast Road.

Big Rock Cave Trail has received
much attention from its devoted adopter,
Steven Winship. Steve has not only kept
up with the familiar tasks of brushing and
blowdown removal, but is one of the few
adopters to personally take on the vital
task of water bar cleaning. Thanks, Steve.
Unfortunately, a section of Big Rock
Cave Trail follows an old road along a
clearcut, and is always very wet. With
the assistance of the Chocorua Mountain
Club (CMC) a joint work trip was held to
install new drainage ditches, a rock
waterbar, and elevate the treadway above
the water. The result is a relatively dry,
stable trail, without the risks, costs, and
delays associated with relocating the trail.

The adopters of the Wonalancet Range
Trail, Walden Trail, Rollins Trail,
Short Cut, and Square Ledge Trail, all
reported work on their trails. An
additional work trip on the Square Ledge
Trail resulted in placing stepping stones in
a muddy area that hikers had been
skirting.

Chris Conrod, adopter of the Lawrence
Trail, spent his annual overnight work
trip on this remote trail. In addition to
clearing brush and water bars, the entire
trail has been re-blazed. Chris has the
distinction of being the only person to
participate in every scheduled work trip
this year. Congratulations Chris, and
thanks.

Sleeper Trail was thoroughly cleared
and blazed during a 3 day work trip in
which seven people participated. Despite
some confusion about the trailhead,
overnight rain, and ferocious Black Flies,

a great time was had by all. A catered
spaghetti dinner by Peter Smart, fruit pies
from adopter Doug Mayer, and
distinguished companionship made it all
worthwhile.

The Sleeper traill was formally re-
adopted by WODC at the annual meeting,
and it was voted to restore the original
extent of the trail up to Rollins Trail. This
extension was approved by the Forest
Service, who will officially turn it over to
WODC next year. It was similarly voted
(and approved by the USFS) to extend
Rollins Trail to its original terminus at
the top of Blueberry Ledge Trail. Closing
these gaps in the trail network should
enhance our maintenance efforts, as well
as be more intuitive from a route-finding
standpoint.

Finally, Brook Path has been com-
pletely re-blazed, and new rock steps built
at the lower end. Constructed during the
last work trip on a blustery October day,
the nine steps will serve to stabilize the
steep gravel bank where the trail joins the
road. The Trails Committee extends a
special acknowledgement to the adopter,
Roger Korpi, for proposing this work and
participating in its implementation.

In closing, I would like to extend a
personal "Thank you" to Doug Mayer,
John Mersfelder, Chris Conrod, and the
many other WODC members who in-
vited, encouraged, and supported my
involvement in these activities. It's a
privilege to be associated with such a
devoted organization. I hope to see you all
on the trail!

Peter Smart

Editor’s Note: Peter has justly praised those who
have labored on behalf of the Club. He has
neglected to say what we all know. It is Peter’s
industry and leadership that have inspired us.

1993 ANNUAL MEETING

August 22, 1993, the day of the Annual
Meeting, was a busy one for members. At
4:00 pm a special program,
"Recollections,” took place in the
Wonalancet Chapel. Following a showing
of slides, there were comments and
remembrances by people who are familiar
with the history of the Club and Intervale,
as well as questions. At 5:15 a pot luck
supper was held in the picnic grove.
Thirty members and friends attended;

each year the number grows. It is an
opportunity to meet new people as well as
neighbors and hiking companions, to
connect names with faces, and a time for
conviviality.

The Annual Meeting was called to order
at 7:15 pm by President John Mersfelder.
Following opening remarks by the
President, the Secretary and Treasurer
gave their annual reports. A copy of the
Treasurer’s Report is printed below.

Treasurer’s Report
At the 1992 Annual Meeting, members voted to
make the Club’s fiscal year coincide with the
calendar year. As a consequence, the following
report, submitted by Treasurer Dick Daniels,
includes transactions between January 1, 1993 and
October 18, 1993. In the future, Annual Reports
will be for the full calendar year.
Income:
Member dues 2121.00
Bank Interest 36.76
Tee Shirt Sales 278.00
Map Sales 1254.00
Decal Sales 48.00
Contributions 219.00
Total $3956.76
Expenses:
Trails work 820.95
Clerical 386.70
Memberships 63.00
Tee Shirts 245.26
Miscellaneous 7.00
Total $1522.91
Net Gain (Loss) $2433.85

Sally Zink reported that 190 maps have
been sold since January 1, with a total of
1,036 sold to date. Clarinda Philips
reported on memberships: there are 13
new individual members and 12 new
family members. WODC members are
from 17 states and the District of
Columbia, with 122 from New Hampshire
and 50 from Massachusetts. The 1992-
1993 mailing list includes over 200
names.

Forest Liaison Chairman, George Zink,
reported no significant action during the
year. Peter Smart, Trails Chairman, gave
a report of activities. See the full report
on page 1 of this Newsletter. Following
the trail report, Peter showed slides which
he has taken of the work crews and
adopters on the trails, and some of the
work accomplished during the year.
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