
A PRESIDENT'S PERSPECTIVE

Range Wilderness, and those who have
been maintaining and protecting them.

Members of the Trails Committee, in
particular, have assumed a level of
responsibility that requires the respect and
support of us all. Most importantly, they
have been creatively using limited
resources to enlist the aid of other organ-
izations, individuals, and groups to help in

projects.
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Then there are those members who live
beyond the boundaries of Wonalancet,
who by their work in the Club or even
just by their dues paying support, have
demonstrated their interest in the well
being of the mountains and trails. Their
thinking must be well represented in Club
decisions.

The present is prologue to the future.
We must continue to seek ways to work
cooperatively and creatively with
landowners. We must maintain good
communications with the Forest Service
and continue to play the role of watchdog.
We have been a formidable force in forest
and trail issues in the past, and with a
larger and interested membership we can
continue to be so in the future. We must
continue to affiliate and cooperate with
other trail organizations. Perhaps
declining fortunes in the future will dictate
that we again rely solely on trail adopters
and an annual Trails Day to get our work
done, but it would be a regression with
consequences. We must continue and
increase efforts to inform the hiking
public of their responsibilities, as well as
opportunities, on our trails and in
Wilderness. Certainly, to maintain Club
spirit, we must continue to offer events
and activities to the membership.

It is with confidence in the Club's
current and future well being that we now
move on to the business portion of the
95th Annual Meeting of WODC.

John Mersrelder

1994 ANNUAL MEETING

Editor's Note: Following are excerpts from the
Secretary's MiJIutes of the Annual Meeting. Since
several articles foul1d elsewhere in ~ Newsle/Jer
are exteIL~iou.~ of is.~ues raised at the meeting, the
wiuutes are heavily abridged.

The meeting began at 7: 15 p .M. in the

Wonalancet Chapel. Thirty-five people

were in attendance, following a potluck

supper at the Mersfelders' home.

Minutes of the 1993 Annual Meeting

were read by Secretary Judith Reardon,

and approved. The Treasurer's Report by

Dick Daniels was distributed and

approved. Dick noted that for calendar

year 1993 our income from membership

dues was $2,341 and our map income was

These efforts have also served to broaden

communications with other trails

maintenance groups, the Forest Service,

Club members, and the hiking public.

Beyond these organizational feats,

members of the Trails Committee have

become a highly competent trail crew.

From the laborious work of cleaning

water bars to higher level stone work,

they've been doing it all, spending count-

less hours on trails. And, while working,

they have been highly visible ambassadors

for the Club.

Along with the emergence of this new

vitality in the Club, comes a need for both

a balanced representation in the

administration of Club affairs and the

assurance of a sustainable leadership,

something that should not be, but has

been, a concern over the past few years.

Later in the meeting a proposal toward

remedying this latter concern will be

forthcoming.

Let us say at this point that it is

important that the Club members who

reside in Wonalancet continue and even

increase their participation in both the

leadership and trail activities of the Club.

Their interests are vested as they are the

ones most immediately affected by land

use changes, hiker impact or Forest

Service policies.

Editor's Note: Prior to transacting business at the
Annual Meeting, President Mersfelder made the
following remarks. We believe members who were
unable to attend will want to read ~ message.

Good Evening and Welcome.

I am pleased to report that WODC is in

excellent financial shape, its membership

strong and growing, and it is actively and

creatively pursuing its mission to care for

the trails under its aegis.

Only a few years ago, it was becoming

obvious that human and financial

resources in the Club were being stretched

to the limit.

To carry on its work properly there was

a need to both increase dues paying

membership and to encourage a more

diverse participation in the work and

operation of the Club.

There were two things that gave new

momentum to WODC.

One was the bold decision to dip deep

into our pockets and commission the pro-

duction of a five color, contour map of

the Sandwich Range Wilderness. When

we engaged Club member Mike

Bromberg as cartographer, we just wanted

to have an up'-to-date, accurate, useful,

map of which we could be proud. We

hoped that we might create a modest

surplus after costs.

The other was the emergence of the PC

and the alacrity with which George and

Sally Zink began using desktop publishing

to create a newsletter of professional

quality.

I don't think anyone realized the extent

to which these two things were going to

elevate the image of the Club, be the

vehicles which attracted an unprec-

cedented number of new members,

stimulate interest in Club affairs, and lead

to a new level of involvement. But they

did.

Today, we can all be gratified that there

is emerging a new generation of energetic

and committed members to help build

upon the legacy of those who created the

WODC Trail System and the Sandwich





Work on Other Trails

Between work on WODC trails, several
Club members also volunteer their time to
work on other trails. The Bearcamp
Valley Trail is one such project, and
Fred Lavigne has organized several trips
to improve stream crossings along the
trail. One project involved the placement
of large stepping stones and rock paving
at Beede's Falls. Besides making the
crossings easier at high water, the work
restored several eroding banks and should
prevent further damage. Other volunteers
included Evelyn MacKinnon, Amelia,
Margaret, Susan and Chip Kimball,
Judith Reardon and Peter Smart.

These projects made good use of Fred
and Peter's new "Grip Hoist. " By

stringing the hoist's 100 foot cable
horizontally across the stream we could

easily lift rocks weighing several
hundred pounds, slide them across
on a pulley, and lower them to the
desired location. This proved to be
much easier, safer, and faster than
the traditional techniques of
dragging the rocks or rolling them
with crow bars. Since anyone can
help crank the hoist, it lets
everyone participate. Because of
these advantages we expect to see
the grip hoist in wider use on
WODC trails next year. Our
thanks to Wes Crane of the SRCA
for introducing us to these new

techniques.

people. This allowed us to complete three
adjacent projects in a single day. By the
end of the day we had placed stepping
stones in a large muddy area, built a new
treadway through a wet section, and
constructed rock cribbing around a steep
sidehill. A festive pizza dinner was the
perfect close to this fun and productive
day. Our special thanks to Hal, Roger,
and the entire Trailwrights crew. We
hope to see you again next year .

October 8th was the last scheduled work
trip of the season, and we spent the day
doing brushing, blazing, and drainage
work on the Bickford Trail. Our task was
made considerably easier by the earlier
removal of many blow-downs by David
Bowl~. We're very glad to welcome
David as the new adopter of the Bickford
Trail, and wish' to express our thanks for

TRAIlS REPORT

It's been another exciting year for
WODC trails. We've enjoyed fifteen
memorable trail events, completed a new
tool trailer, and benefitted from the
unstinting work of our adopters. Over-
night work trips have enabled us to work
on remote trails including Kate Sleeper
and Walden, while trails crews from the
Sandwich Range Conservation Association
and USFS have helped us address major
erosion problems. We've had superb
turnouts for many trips, 15 people on NH
Trails Day, and been joined by many new
volunteers and adopters.

To keep our trail partners informed of
mid-season news and events, a Trails
Bulletin was distributed in June and
August. Contact the Trails Committee if
you'd like a copy, or want to be on the
mailing list. What follows is an
equivalent review of the season's
final events.

his fine work. If you walk the Bickford
Trail, you'll appreciate David's nice flush-
cut stumps that prevent tripping. Next
year we plan to correct several muddy
sections of trail that exceeded our energy
for that day.

The Trails Committee receives a steady
stream of "Hiker Comment Forms" from
the Ferncroft Kiosk. Several hikers alerted
us to the presence of new blowdowns on
the Blueberry Ledge Trail. On October
22nd Chris Conrod and Peter Smart
spent the day clearing eleven fallen trees
from the trail. They ranged in size from
six to sixteen inches, and provided quite a
workout. Another dozen trees were small
enough to carry off the trail without
cutting. We also reviewed several eroding
sections of the trail that may need work
next year .

But It's Not Over

Although it's getting late in the season,
we still hope to benefit from several days
of trail work by the Shock Incarceration
Unit. We've planned SIU projects for Big
Rock Cave Trail, Cabin Trail, Kelley
Trail, and Old Mast Road.

We also hope to review the work done
by the US Forest Service on the Kate
Sleeper and Walden Trails this year .
We appreciate the attention given by the
USFS to the serious erosion problems on
these trails. Perhaps we'll have a chance
to inspect this work with Eric Swett, who
has .assumed responsibility for
back country management at the Saco
District. We'll also be inspecting other
projects that we've targeted for work next

year.

Recent Events

The WODC Annual Meeting was
held on August 21st, and the day's
events began with a trail-work
inspection on Big Rock Cave
Trail. We were joined by incoming
WODC Co-president George Zink
as we reviewed blazing and
drainage work already completed
on the trail, and discussed plans for
future work. George had the good
sense to turn back at the top of the
ridge, thereby missing the thorough
soaking enjoyed by those who continued
to Whit tin Brook. However, the rain did
allow us to inspect a new water bar under
actual operating conditions.

On August 27th we held the second
annual WODC-CMC joint work trip.
This year we worked with the Chocorua
Mountain Club to install several water
bars and drainage dips on the Whit tin
Brook Trail. We also placed boulders at
a stream crossing to reduce bank erosion,
and filled several gullies in the trail. A
memorable potluck supper at the Conni
Sauti house overlooking Lake Chocorua
closed out this most enjoyable day.

On September 17th we were joined by
the Trailwrights as we worked on the
Kelley Trail. With new WODC volun-
teers Paul Kirsch, Larry Labrie, and
Sandy Labrie, we had a total crew of 16 (Continued on Page 4)



There are good skiing and wonderful
sights in this remote area.

Reservations for this trip are
required. For further information, and to
make reservations, phone Judy Reardon at
323-8666 in advance, so we can pIan
group size and notify you if the trip is
postponed (to February 18) due to
weather or bad snow conditions.


