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ANNUAL MEETING

Following a potluck supper in the Grove,
the Annual Meeting began at 7:40 P.M. on
August 20, 1995, at the Wonalancet
Chapel. Approximately 40 members
attended; Co-President George Zink
presided.

Secretary Judith Reardon read the
Minutes of the 1994 Annual meeting.
Treasurer Dick Daniels summarized the
1994 income and expenses, and gave this
year's expenses and income. To date (the
fiscal year ends December 31) income is
$6,277 and expenses are $5,627. He noted
that there is time for further income, and
expenses will increase since the fall
Newsletter costs will be incurred during
this year.

Treasurer Daniels then introduced the
expense budget recommended by the
Executive Committee for 1996. Following
a brief discussion, members approved the
budget.

Dick then read Clarinda Philips’
Membership Report. During the year there
have been 46 new individual members, 12
new family members, and one organi-
zational member—the Northeastern Univer-
sity Husky Club. Most of the new member
application cards originated from the
Ferncroft Kiosk, a few from Bennett
Street Kiosk, and some given as gifts.

The Trails Report given by Chairman
Peter Smatt is reprinted elsewhere in this
issue. Following the report, George Zink
announced that Peter Smart has been
selected as “New Hampshire Trails
Volunteer of the Year.” An article on the
award and recipient appears elsewhere in
this issue.

Mike Bromberg of the Map Committee
reported that over 75 changes have been
made to the map itself: trail relocations,
new names, cormections, elevation of
Rollins Trail, etc. The color scheme has
been modified for greater clarity, the new
WODC logo is on the map, and the
locations of old logging roads and ski
routes have been field-checked. Text

includes comments on the use of bicycles
(Continued on Page 7)

VOLUNTEER OF YEAR

In honor of National Trails Day, and in
recognition of the important role of
volunteers in clearing and maintaining
hiking trails in the United States, the
Quabaug Corporation has selected the fifty
top volunteers for 1994, one from each
State. Peter Smart, Trails Chairman of the
WODC Club, was selected as “Volunteer
of the Year” in the State of New
Hampshire.

Peter was cited for his outstanding
volunteer work in 1994. He coordinated
cooperative work on trails in the Sandwich
Range with other organizations including
TrailWrights, the Chocorua Mountain
Club, Tin Mountain Conservation Center,
Wonalancet AMC Cabin, U.S. Forest
Service, and the Over-The-Hill Hiking
Group. Joint work trips with these groups
added to the work of WODC volunteers
and trail adopters, yielding 2137 recorded
hours on WODC trails in 1994. Peter and
other Trails Committee members also
helped with construction of the Bearcamp
River Trail in Sandwich and Tamworth,
and maintenance on several U.S. Forest
Service trails including the Downes Brook
and Flat Mountain Pond trails in
Sandwich, Waterville and Albany.

He served as the acting WODC Trails
Chairman in 1992, and was elected Trails
Chairman in 1993. During his period in
office there has been increased awareness
of trails issues among members, and an

encouraging growth in the number of
(Continued on Page 2)

NANAMOCOMUCK

Editor's Note: This article, reprinted from the
November 1935 issue of Appalachia, makes a
strong case for giving a permanent name to one of
our mountains. On the WODC map of 1991, its
name is put in quotes, since the USGS does not
recognize it. How can we affect the adoption of
this appropriate Native American name?
Passaconaway and His Children. It has
always troubled me that the unmistakable
summit of the fine ridge by which one
approaches Passaconaway on the Walden
Trail should bear so undistinguished a
name as the “Unnamed Hump.” In a
region where every ridge and hummock is
loved and named, something more
imaginative might have been expected. Of
late, that imagination has been exercised
around Wonalancet and the “Hump” has
been called Nanamocomuck, the name of
Passaconaway’s eldest son. This has been
so far recognized that the 1934 edition of
the Guidebook (p. 379) refers to it as “a
shoulder locally known as Nanamuck”
(sic). Perhaps it is time the name became
more official, and more certain of correct
spelling, by securing its insertion on the
maps.

From Albany Intervale there is excuse
enough for calling it only a hump or
shoulder, for Passaconaway itself
dominates the scene. On the South side of
the range it is invisible until one gets
away over in North Sandwich, well out of
climbing distance, for Wonalancet, named
for Passaconaway’s younger son and
successor, shoulders up and fills all the

(Continued on Page 2)

Location of Mt. Nanamocomuck as viewed from Ch Road, North Sandwich






CAMP RICH

Editor's Note: The WODC presently maintains
three primitive shelters in the Sandwich Range
Wilderness: Camp Rich omn Mt.
Passaconaway—prior to 1916 known as
Passaconaway Lodge; Camp Shehadi on Mt.
Whiteface; and Camp Heermance on Mt.
Whiteface. Each is unique in its construction, age,
and history. All are historic in age (over 50 years
old), designed and built by wellknown people and
organizations, and constructed during a time of
economic, cultural, and social development in the
White Mountain region of New Hampshire.

The original Passaconaway Lodge was built in
1891, Shehadi in 1898, and Heermance in 1912,

We plan to print an article on each of these
historic shelters in coming issues of the Newsletter.
The First Passaconaway Lodge

The Appalachian Mountain Club’s
department of Improvements decided to
construct, during the summer of 1891, a
trail to the peak of Mt. Passaconaway and
a permanent shelter somewhere near the
top. The responsibility for the endeavor
was given to Charles E. Fay, an officer of
AMC.

Charles Erest Fay was an outstanding
mountaineer, leader, teacher, and writer.
By vocation a professor of modemn
languages at Tufts College, he served the
AMC in various volunteer capacities
throughout his active life. In 1876 he
chaired the first preliminary meeting of
the future AMC, and served as President
in 1878, 1881, 1893, and 1905. He edited
Appalachia for over forty years and wrote
numerous articles. Beginning in
1895, he pioneered in exploration
of the Canadian Rockies and the
Selkirks. His fame extended well
beyond the United States; he was
an honorary member of the
Alpine clubs of London, Haly,
and Canada. In writing a short
history of the first fifty years of
the AMC, a contemporary stated:

His unique record as camper
and tramper, as climber and
explorer, as editor and
executive, places Professor
Fay among the foremost
figures in the history, the life,
and the progress of the
Appalachian Mountain Club.

After completion of the Dicey's Mill
Trail by Fay and the farmers of Birch
Intervale in August, 1891, Fay began to
make plans for building a shelter near the
peak of Mt. Passaconaway. Fay chose a
sitt for the shelter near the present
intersection of the East Loop and Walden
Trails. Though not supplied with abundant
water, there was a small stream close by
and it was a relatively flat spot. Fay
estimated the elevation to be that of the
peak of Mt Chocorua, approximately
3,400 feet.

To build the Passaconaway Lodge
required two weekends. The builders were
few in number: two experienced
woodsmen from Tamworth, Fay, and
several ladies and children—*...the ladies
and children cut hemlock sprays and
carefully arranged the floor.” Other
interesting details of the shelter are:

It measures nine by fourteen feet on
the ground, is seven feet high at the
open front, and three at the back. Back
and ends are built up of unpeeled logs;
the east end, however, only as high as
the back. The triangular space
remaining is partly arranged as a
window. What was not needed for this
purpose is closed with rustic work;
spruce trunks a few inches in diameter
were split, the halves cut to the proper
lengths, and these nailed on vertically,
with bark outward. The rough inner
side was then concealed by a tapestry
of birch bark. Sprays from the thatch

Figure 1. Original Passaconaway Lodge, 1891

of spruce boughs droop over the upper
edge of this window, and it is framed
for those who sit within the lodge, as a
matchless picture, the superb form of
Chocorua. Due east, it is at its best at
sunset.

Figure 1, the original Passaconaway
Lodge, is from an old glass photographic
plate currently in the AMC Library. It is
the shelter described in the above
paragraph.

From the small number of workers and
the short time required for construction, it
is apparent that the logs were of small
diameter and were hauled but a short
distance. The lodge had no wooden floor;
the bare ground was covered with balsam
branches. As for the roof, it was thatched
with spruce boughs. By current standards
it was a primitive shelter—useful for a few
years, at best.

Rebuilding and Relocation
In less than six years after construction,
the lodge needed major repairs. A brief
note in Appalachia from July of 1897
repotts, “The Passaconaway path has been
cleared out and the camp rebuilt.” No
details of the rebuilding are known, and
that rebuilding was short lived, for just
two years later during the summer of
1899, the original Passaconaway Lodge
was in such a state of dilapidation that it
was necessary to rebuild. Since the
original site was made unattractive by
overcutting of firewood and numerous
windfalls, and in addition the water supply
was uncertain, the lodge was
relocated on a new spot about 2
mile further west where there was
an excellent water supply. The
site selected is where Camp Rich
now stands.

The new Passaconaway Lodge
was an open shelter, 9' by 13"
Charles Fay was again the chief
architect and construction
supervisor, while Fred J. Bickford
of Tamworth was the chief
builder. Little information exists
concerning the new shelter; the
account in Appalachia is sketchy.
Nowhere is it stated that the
original shelter was “moved.” One
wonders whether any logs from



