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LATE AUGUST MOUNTAIN NOTES: TREES, TRAILS & MORE

Talk & Exhibit Thursday in the Wonalancet Chapel
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Join us tomorrow, August 27, as Vermont-based author Jane English shares
text and images from her beautiful new book. Doors open at 6:30 pm for a
chance to view — and purchase -- framed inkjet prints of many of the
photographs in the book on a "make-an-offer" basis. The talk begins at 7
p.m. The book features contributions from two dozen historians, writers,
artists and foresters (there’s a piece on the Tamworth Big Pines Natural Area)
and Jane will also invite audience members to share their own white pine
stories. The program is co-sponsored by the Wonalancet Preservation
Association as part of our collaboration with the WPA and the Chapel.

Jane grew up in New England. She earned a PhD in particle physics but
ultimately decided on a career as a photographer and writer. She is best
known as co-translator and illustrator of the Random House edition of Lao
Tsu’s Tao Te Ching, first published in 1972. Jane has continued to create and
publish books, wall calendars, and notecards exploring nature and
consciousness through Eastern and indigenous thought, art, and traditions.
(And she's a licensed hot-air balloon pilot!).

Advocacy alert:
Roadless Rule meeting September 9
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Like many others in our community we are concerned about the USDA’s
announced plans to rescind the Roadless Rule, a federal conservation policy
that protects nearly 45 million acres of undeveloped national forest lands
from new road building and timber harvesting. There has been a great deal
of commentary — and quite a bit of confusion — online; we thought it would
be a good idea to offer an opportunity to discuss the rescission and the
process for comment in person. With that in mind we are hosting a public
meeting on Wednesday, September 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cook
Memorial Library in Tamworth. We have asked several experts to guide the
discussion and we're inviting all those with questions, information, opinions,
and suggestions for comments to attend and share their knowledge and
views. We hope you can join us.

In the meantime, here are some links to explore.

Articles:

The Quiet Cost: Who Decides what the White Mountains are Worth
InDepthNH.org: Reaction Mixed
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How to comment (deadline September 21):

Comment directly on Regulations.gov

National map & comment tool by More Than Just Parks and the
Sierra Club

Environmental impact statement from USDA

We will continue to post on FB as we learn more. Want to join our advocacy
committee? Email us at Wonalancetoutdoorclub@gmail.com.

(Photo by Doug McVicar)

BOWL RESEARCH PROJECT HIKES (join the waitlist)

gk -
Flora of The Bowl
iNaturalist Field Day

A hands-on botanical field day docw;zenting plant diversity
Led by Michael Whittemore, Rewild Ecological

Sunday, August 30, 2026

10:00 AM-3:00 PM
Meet at Ferncroft Road Parking Area

DETAILS
6-8 miles
1,000-1,500 ft. elevation gain
Off-trail hiking
Goal: document as many plant species as possible as a
group

B RI N G Field observation

o Bring your smartphone with a full battery The Bowl Research Naturar areg
¢ Have the iNaturalist app downloaded

Details
2 = c Y Photo from 1 e fiel
o Join the Flora of The Bowl project before arriving N

Wonalancet, New Hampshire
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Participants should be comfortable hiking

off trail through uneven forest terrain.

Ecologist Michael Whittemore has been working all summer on the botanical
survey project to inventory the plants of The Bowl Research Natural Area. If
you missed his July 18 talk about the project, you can view it here on
youtube.

Attendees at the talk signed up to join Mike on an iNaturalist Field Day
August 30. The trip is now fully subscribed, but we encourage those
interested to sign up for the waitlist, in case any openings occur (and to be
contacted for future hikes and programs). To join the waitlist, email us at
wonalancetoutdoorclub@gmail.com.

On October 4 Michael will be leading Exploring the Old-Growth Forests
of The Bowl, a slower, less strenuous educational walk with plenty of time
to stop, observe, ask questions, and learn how to read the history of a forest.

NAIIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY:
WODC TRAILS DAY & STANDING TREES GATHERING

Our next Trails Day is Saturday, September 26, National Public Lands
Day. If you'd like to join us for what is always a productive, fun and
rewarding work day, email trails@wodc.org for details.

That afternoon we are pleased to be partnering with the Wonalancet
Preservation Association in co-hosting the Standing Trees Annual
Gathering, which will feature excellent talks, a hike, important information,
good food, and fellowship. Watch for details.

YOUR VOICE, TIME & ENERGY NEEDED!

As we expand our outreach, programming, and advocacy, the WODC has
more need than ever for volunteers of all ages and interests. As always,
trailwork is at the forefront, but we are also looking for committee members
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(program, membership, merchandise, newsletter, advocacy, and outreach &

communications, and ad hoc committees on by laws and strategic planning).

We can also use “help-out-as-needed” volunteers for events and activities.
Let us know if you're interested or have questions.

PLEASE SHARE THIS E-NEWS WITH FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES,
and watch for more programs and stories in the coming weeks.
Photos, article and program ideas are always welcome!
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